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  THE GREAT REVOLUTIONS 

 

1 THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

 1.1 The settlement of North America 

 1.2 The Pilgrim Fathers 

 1.3 The 13 colonies 

 1.4 From resistance to rebellion 

 1.5 The War of Independence 

 1.6 Constitution and government 

 

2 THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 

 2.1 Great Britain – The first industrial society 

 2.1a Industrialization in Switzerland 

 2.2 Life in British towns 

 2.3 The struggle for democracy 

 

3 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND THE AGE OF NAPOLEON 

 3.1 French society before 1789 

  3.1.1 The Three Estates 

  3.1.2 Causes of the French Revolution 

 3.2 Major events of the French Revolution 1789-1791 

  3.2.1 The Revolution of the representatives of the Third Estate 

  3.2.2 The Storming of the Bastille 

  3.2.3 The Great Fear 

 3.3 The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 

 3.4 The end of the monarchy 

 3.5 Napoleon – His rise and fall 

 

4 THE EUROPEAN RESTORATION 

 4.1 Liberalism and nationalism 

 4.2 The Congress of Vienna 

 4.3 The Age of Metternich 

 

  



World History Syllabus 

 

Jost Soom page 2 
 

5 THE REVOLUTION OF 1848 

 5.1 Onto the barricades 

 5.2 The National Assembly and the failed Revolution 

 5.3 Switzerland in 1848: The building of a new nation 

 

6 KARL MARX AND SOCIALISM 

 6.1 Marx, Engels and the Communist Manifesto 

 6.2 The Socialist Revolution 

 6.3 Healing social wrongs 

 

 NATIONALISM AND IMPERIALISM 

 

7 THE FORMATION OF NATION-STATES 

 7.1 Napoleon III and the Crimean War 

 7.2 Il Risorgimento – The unification of Italy 

 7.3 German unification 

 7.4 The U.S. in the 19th century: Westward expansion and Civil War 

 

8 EUROPE IN THE AGE OF IMPERIALISM 

 8.1 Treaties and tensions: 1871 - 1890 

 8.2 Motives for Imperialism 

 8.3 Colonial rivalry: „The Scramble for Africa“ 

 8.4 The British Empire 

 8.5a German colonies in Africa 

 8.5b The French Empire and the Fashoda Crisis 

 8.6 The „New Course“: German Weltpolitik, 1890 – 1914 

 8.7 The road to war 

 

9 THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914 - 1918 

 9.1 The outbreak of war in 1914 

 9.2 The course of the war –Western and Eastern Front 

 9.3 How to break the stalemate? 

 9.4 The year 1917 

 9.5 Victory and defeat 
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 THE 20TH
 CENTURY 

 

1 EUROPE IN THE 1920S: PEACE LOST 

 1.1 The aftermath of World War I 

  1.1.1 The Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles 

  1.1.2 The League of Nations 

 1.2a The Weimar Republic 

  1.2a.1 The Weimar Constitution 

  1.2a.2 The Weimar Republic 1919-1929 

  1.2a.3 Adolf Hitler and the origins of National Socialist Ideology 

 1.2b Great Britain and France 

 1.3 The birth of the Soviet Union: From Lenin to Stalin 

 1.4 The United States and the Wall Street Crash 

 1.5 A New Deal for the United States 

 

2 THE 1930S: THE ROAD INTO A NEW WORLD WAR 

 2.1 The Third Reich 

  2.1.1 From democracy to dictatorship 

  2.1.2 Propaganda and myth 

  2.1.3 Everyday Life in Nazi Germany 

  2.1.4 National Socialist economy 

  2.1.5 Exile, emigration and resistance 

 2.2 The Breakdown of the International Order 

  2.2.1 The Manchurian Crisis 

  2.2.2 The Abyssinian Crisis 

  2.2.3 The Spanish Civil War 

  2.2.4 The Failure of the League of Nations 

 2.3 Hitler’s Foreign Policy – Road to Disaster 
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3 THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

 

 3.1 Part I: Lightning War 

  3.1.1 The German Blitz 

  3.1.2 The Battle of Britain 

  3.1.3 The Balkans and North Africa 

  3.1.4 „Barbarossa“ 

 3.2 The Holocaust 

 3.3 Part II: Global War 

  3.3.1 Pearl Harbor and the Japanese advance in the Pacific  

  3.3.2 Turning points: Midway, El Alamein, Stalingrad 

  3.3.3 D-Day and VE-Day 

  3.3.4 The atom bombs and the surrender of Japan 

 3.4 The Nuremberg Trials 

 3.5 Switzerland 1914 -1945 

 

4 THE COLD WAR 

 4.1 Allied cooperation and rivalry 

 4.2 Planning the postwar world 

  4.2.1 The Yalta and Potsdam Conferences 

  4.2.2 The Four Powers in Europe 1946-1948 

  4.2.3 The Marshall Plan 

 4.3 Berlin Blockade and Allied confrontation 1948/49 

 4.4 Containment in action 

  4.4.1 The Korean War 1950-53 

  4.4.2 The Cuban Missile Crisis 1962 

  4.4.3 American involvement in Vietnam 

 4.5 The Soviet Union and Eastern Europe 1955-1985 

  4.5.1 Nikita Khrushchev and the Thaw 

  4.5.2 The Brezhnev era 

  4.5.3 Mikhail Gorbachev: Perestroika and Glasnost 

 4.6 The collapse of Communism 

 

  



World History Syllabus 

 

Jost Soom page 5 
 

 THE 21st CENTURY 

 

1 AFTER THE COLD WAR: A NEW WORLD ORDER? 

 1.1 The End of History or Clash of Civilizations? 

 1.2 Global cooperation: The United Nations 

 1.3 The mega-problems of the 21st century 

 

2 ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM 

 2.1 Islam in the modern world 

 2.2 Al-Qaida and the War on Terrorism 

 

3 MIDDLE EAST AND OTHER CONFLICTS 

 3.1 Palestine and Israel 

 3.2 The Persian Gulf 

 3.3 Current conflicts 

  

Matura 

(finally!) 

  


